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         THE LIGHTHOUSE
Newsletter for March 2015
The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Isaiah 60:19
Message from Our Pastor

From Pastor Lamb:  Community Maintenance and You


When Alison and I moved back to the UP about six years ago we needed to find a house. This was to be the seventh house that we had purchased over the course of our marriage. In the past, we had always found homes that could use some fixing up because they were more affordable, and we liked the home-improvement kind of work. However, this time we thought something that was maintenance-free would suit us better. Of course, we understood that there is no such thing as a maintenance free house, but that didn't stop us from looking for one! 

In the end, we did find a house, but it's not maintenance free. In fact, we are doing maintenance on it almost constantly. I imagine that doesn't surprise you, because our houses are important, aren't they? And it is just common sense that if we don’t maintain our houses, at some point, they would cease to provide what we needed because our houses – our homes – would fall down around us. The maintenance work that I do and that Alison does makes a difference.

But the house that we live in is not our only home. We also have a faith home. I'm not talking about the church building here; I'm talking about the community that is our faith home. And this home shares the fundamental similarity with our family home that without regular maintenance both will fall into disrepair and become less and less able to function well. 

Our faith home is a community created by God who has called us to gather as followers of his Son. Do you remember Jesus saying that we are to be a city (a gathering of people) on a hill shining the glory of God into the world (Matthew 5:16)? Do you remember Jesus saying that the world will know that we are his disciples if we love one another as he loved us (John 13:34-35)? Do you remember Jesus giving us the work of making disciples in every corner of our world so that the world could know a better way, the way of God's abundant life, and baptizing them into the community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:16-20 and John 10:10)? Do you remember Jesus saying where two or three are gathered in his name, he is there (Matthew 18:20)? Scripture makes it clear that God sent Jesus to form a community of faithful followers to do this work together.

This community, and its work of spreading the news of Jesus saving work for the world, is so important that God invested the life of his Son in it. The work of birthing this community resulted in Jesus giving his life on the cross.  But before he died on the cross Jesus spent his time teaching us, by his words and example, how to be a community with faith in him, a community that works to tell the world that we all have access to new life, abundant life, and eternal life. 

When we were born again through baptism, this is what we were born to do. We have not been baptized into this community just so we can receive its benefits, as if the church was some kind of product to be consumed. We don't come to the church looking for a good deal. Rather we have been baptized into a community of workers, whose work it is to tell the world about God, to show them what it's like to live in God's kingdom, to invite them into this abundant life, and to support one another as we do this work.

But the first work of the community is maintenance. Because just like an unmaintained house will diminish in its ability to provide shelter, warmth, and comfortable spaces to gather, cook, eat, sleep, celebrate, or relax, so too does an unmaintained faith community diminish in its ability to share the good news of Jesus Christ, serve as Christ served, and grow his disciples, and support (love) one another. 

What is the maintenance work required to keep our faith community functioning well? The work of the maintenance crew is, first of all, to be present for every possible gathering. If we are present we are able to see what work needs to be done, what care is required, what support can be given with a word or touch on the shoulder that says, “We are in this together”. When we are not present, our community suffers for it. The work of the church is not done as well. The light of the community of faith for the world is not as bright as it could be (1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4). 

Secondly, community maintenance requires us to be prepared to engage in the work we’ve been given to do. This kind of maintenance is called growing as Jesus’ disciple, faith formation, Bible study, Building Faith, etc. In addition, God has prepared us for this work by blessing us with talents, energy, ideas, resources, and – most of all – by connecting us to the Holy Spirit through our baptisms.

As I mentioned before, we have not been baptized into this community just so we can receive its benefits, as if the church was some kind of product to be consumed. And we don’t give ourselves to the church because we are looking for a good deal.  However – and I think you will agree – the world has trained us well to be consumers. On the other hand, the Church has maybe not done as well at teaching us to be followers of Christ.  The result is that we may look at the church expecting to get more than we give; only to discover that in the Church just the opposite is true. We find that the work is never done, that people are sometimes hard to get along with, that the sermons are boring, that you keep getting asked to do more, that the programming isn’t holding your (or your children’s) attention, or that the worship service is often inconvenient.  In short, we find that we are putting in more than we are getting out. This view has led to a steady diminishing of our involvement in God’s work through the Church, because, even though we may know better, we may still behave as if church attendance and growing as Jesus’ disciple is a bad deal and our participation makes no difference.

But that’s not what God thinks. For better or worse, for abundant life for all, God has created us to be workers in a community of Jesus’ followers.  That is who God says we are.  God has created each of us to make a difference.

Our faith community, our faith home, has great work to do, and we know that to keep doing it, our faith home needs to be maintained.  We need all the maintenance workers we can get.  Will you be one? Yes or no?  Either way, your answer makes a difference to our community of faith, and, subsequently, to the people in the world around us.  And as much as I would like there to be an easy out, to say that there is a middle ground, there is not. Your answer, shown by your behavior, will either build up our community or tear it down. There is no middle answer, and that’s because you make a difference.  

May the light of our community of faith shine before others, so that they may see our good works and publicly give honor to God.
                                                         Pastor Lamb
Newsletter
The March Newsletter was not adopted (
   Noisy Offering

The noisy offering for March 1st will go to the Food Pantry.
NOIZ
NOIZ will meet on March 22nd at 7 pm.
  Confirmation
Confirmation will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of March at 7 pm. (March 4th & 18th)
Birthdays 

Brian Rose
2
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Lois Movalson
4
Matthew Valletta
6

Kyle Elmblad
12

Adam Therrian
12

Jeremy Winter
15

Morgan Gustafson
16

Alicia Garen
17

Kristine McDonald
18

Christopher Bigger
19

Dave Movalson
19

Cody Swagger
21

Bernard Crouch
25

Michaela Miller
25

Stephanie Vallier
25

Taylor St. Onge
31

Danny Olsen
31
Baptismal Anniversaries 

Eric Elmblad

March 1

Steven Campbell

March 4

Rebecca Idalski

March 21

Matthew Rogers

March 23

Amy Dodds                     
March 25

Paul Belonga-Torres



March 27

Gabriel LaTour-Torres
March 27
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Tayler Ferguson
March 27

Teagan Ferguson
March 27

Toby Ferguson
March 27

Dylan Shepard
March 29

Cody Blair
March 31

Lindsey Blair
March 31

Cooper Johnston
March 31

Saylor Sorenson
March 31

Madeline Winberg
March 31
 Wedding Anniversaries
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Dick & Jean Bentley
March 19

Brenda & Jim St. Onge
March 21
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! – March 17th
Contact Information
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Matt Lamb may be reached at 717-805-4210 (cell phone number - please call anytime you need to!)

Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine

The secretary will usually be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
The website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Trinity Worship Families
Mar 1

Gustafson Family

Mar 8

Rose Family (daylight savings)
Mar 15
Movalson Family

Mar 22

Baron Family

Mar 29
Chalmers Family (Palm Sunday)
Zion Funeral Committee December-March
Team Leader:  Lana Lennington (643-6576)

Co-leader: Marlene Olsen (643-9519)
Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters

Mar 1

Craig & Sunshine Kammers
Mar 8
Confirmation Youth (daylight savings)
Mar 15

Paul & Tammy Shepard
Mar 22
Merlin & Shannon Doran
Mar 29
Stevan & Mary Christiansen (Palm Sunday)
Lectors

Mar 1

Dawn Akers
Mar 8
Rita LaVake (daylight savings)
Mar 15
Loni LaJoice
Mar 22
Paul Shepard
Mar 29
Betsey Turf (Palm Sunday)
Communion Assistants

Mar 1

Lana Lennington
Mar 8
Jerry Fenlon (daylight savings)
Mar 15
Fred Feleppa
Mar 22
Paul Shepard
Mar 29
Nicole Garen (Palm Sunday)
Acolytes

Mar 1

Donovan Insley
Mar 8
Ryan LaVake (daylight savings)
Mar 15
Matthew Valetta
Mar 22
Drew Stokero
Mar 29
Sarah Doran (Palm Sunday)
Altar:  Judy Ryerse
Money Counters:  Judy Ryerse & Susan Fenlon
Council Meetings
Trinity Council Meeting – 6 pm, March 16th
Zion Council/Bible Study Meeting – 6:30 pm, March 19th     
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Zion’s Council Members
President:
Lana Lennington
643-6576
Vice-President
Paul Shepard
984-2069


Secretary:
Lorraine Graham
643-8419

Co-Treasurers:  
Dawn Akers
643-7552

Co-Treasurers:  
Lana Lennington
643-6576

Fred Feleppa
643-6793

                           Nicole Garen
298-0490
                           Tim Idalski
643-6574

Trinity’s Council Members
President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570
Vice-President
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581

Secretary: 
Sharon Chalmers
292-5440

Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Joe Chalmers
292-5433

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Jim Dyer
292-5433



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
	Treasurer's Report for Zion

	January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014

	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	

	
	Building
	$ 5,552.00
	

	
	Church Use Income
	$ 150.00
	

	
	Thrivent Financial Income
	$ 430.00
	

	
	General
	$ 58,057.07
	

	
	Trinity Share
	$ 12,476.86
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	$ 76,665.93

	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	

	
	Administration
	$ 5,267.94
	

	
	Benevolence
	$ 6,900.00
	

	
	Church Maintenance
	$ 15,762.73
	

	
	Education
	$ 923.12
	

	
	Parsonage Maintenance
	$ 2,303.43
	

	
	Pastoral
	$ 35,361.67
	

	
	Worship
	$ 6,579.02
	

	
	--To Building Fund
	$ 5,392.54
	

	
	--To LCF Loan
	$ 2,000.00
	

	
	
	
	$ 80,490.45

	
	
	
	-3,824.52

	***********************************************************

	
	
	
	

	General fund balance:
	
	$ 24.37

	Building fund balance:
	
	$ 286.98

	WELCA Kitchen Savings acct balance:
	
	$ 686.69

	
	
	
	

	General fund owes building fund:
	
	 $                  -   

	General fund owes Mission Endowment fund:
	$      7,495.00 


Zion Lutheran Council Meeting 

February 12, 2015


Present:  Pastor Lamb, Dawn Akers, Fred Feleppa, Jerry Fenlon, Nicole Garen, Lorraine Graham, Lana Lennington, Paul Shepard and Tim Idalski

Paul Shepard opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m.  Pastor Lamb led us in devotions and a prayer.

Pastor’s Report:

He attended council meeting, did some visitations and provided pulpit supply through April except for Maundy Thursday.

The Treasurer’s Report was presented and approved.
The Secretary’s Report was approved as printed in the newsletter.

Old Business:

It was decide to ask Faith about the receipts found in her mailbox.
Copies of the constitution were passed out to all members of the Council.
We compared contributions from last year to this year.
We discussed if/when we would be having Soup Luncheons.  There will be a Soup Luncheon to raise funds for the Youth Assembly on February 15th.

Dan Litzner is looking into the purchase of a new sound system.  It’s not possible to simply replace the broken part.
It was decided to close the Building Fund Money Market Account and put the remaining money into the Kitchen/Building Fund with Lana and Dawn’s names on the card.
New Business:

We held Election for the Council Officers.  Lana was elected President and Paul was elected Vice-President.  Lorraine was elected Secretary.  Lana and Dawn were elected Co-Treasurers.
The calendar for March was discussed.  Pastor will meet with the Council on March 19th and we will have our Bible Study following.  Lenten Services will alternate with the United Methodist Church.
It was decided to ask Carol & Martha to be the Audit Committee again this year.

Presents for the students being confirmed this year was discussed.  It was mentioned that we probably already had something in the Pastor’s Office.
Lorraine reported that the Boiler Inspector had done his inspection.
Lorraine reported that she had contacted the web server and the last three newsletters were now on our page.
Dawn found the previous A&C Reports for Zion but stated that we do not have copies of Trinity’s reports.
Lorraine reported that someone had requested joining Amazon Smile where Amazon would donate to the church whenever our members ordered something from them.  Dawn said she would set it up.  Lorraine suggested doing something similar with Spartan labels.  You collect Spartan labels and turn them in for cash for the church.  Lana said she would set it up.  Dawn mentioned that we have a similar set-up with Gordon Foods and that she contacted them and got it straightened out.  We haven’t been getting any checks from them for awhile.  She passed out tickets to take when shopping at Gordon Foods.
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. to start our Bible Study.
Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine Graham

Trinity Lutheran Council Meeting 

February 11, 2015

Present:  Jerri Rose, Tom Gustafson, Pega and John Kennedy, Tracy Movalson

No Pastor's report

Secretary's report was read, with one correction. Both Zion St Ignace and Zion Allenville are looking for someone to restore altar painting.

Treasurer’s report was read and approved.

Financial Secretary's report was read and approved.

Old Business
Discussed altar painting. Still no leads on restoration help.

Pega Kennedy is on Thrivent account. Gayle Lamoreaux was not listed.

New Business

Pastor Matt wants to set a call meeting for a Monday in March to prepare for selecting a pastor.

Still have money available on Beauman Gas prebuy.

Lois Movalson is acting Treasurer while Pega is gone.

Endowment fund and Thrivent balances were discussed.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm with the Lords Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Tracy Movalson

Prayer List
(The prayer list is started new each year.  If you would like someone added to the prayer list, please fill out a yellow card or call the church)
Bonnie Bergeron, Jim Dyer, Carl & Mary Belonga, LaTaunya Paquin, Phil Richel, Joy Olsen Marolf, Barb Lehto, Jackie Kallstrom, Charlie Lamoreaux, Beth Ann Amacher, Joel Morabito, Josh LaJoice, Joanne Truman, Greg Mutchinson, Kelli Morrison, Ric Mulholland, Joe Rose, Troy Johnston, Max Coburn and the family of Susan Stelzer
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Lenten Schedule
Join us this Lenten season as we gather together with our Methodist brothers and sisters to study God’s word and deepen our relationship with God.

March 4, United Methodist, 6pm potluck / 7pm Bible Study
“What Does God See in Us”
March 11, Zion Lutheran - 6pm potluck / 7pm Bible Study  “Is Our Physical Breath a Picture of a Deeper Reality?”
March 18, United Methodist, 6pm potluck / 7pm Bible Study
“Can We Really Love God without Loving Others?”
March 25, Zion Lutheran - 6pm potluck / 7pm Bible Study  “Why is It Sometimes Hard to Forgive?”
World Day of Prayer 2015
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The World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer and service.  It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions.  It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration – the first Friday of March – to which all people are welcome.  This year we will be meeting at noon at the United Methodist Church in St. Ignace. [image: image1.png]
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